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‘Duck Dynasty’ relative, 
ex-anchor vie for tax post 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
The trickle-down effect of 
U.S. Rep. Joe Barton’s decision 
amid a sex scandal to not seek 
another term has led to an in- 
teresting race — for Tarrant 
County tax assessor-collector. 
That office opened up earlier 
this month when its former 
occupant, Ron Wright, resigned 
to run for the 6th Congressional 


District in the hopes of replacing 
Barton, R-Ennis, in Congress in 
2019. 

Four Republicans are now 
vying to become the next tax 
assessor-collector: former NBC 
5 anchorman Mike Snyder, 
former Keller councilman Rick 
Barnes, former Mansfield coun- 
cilwoman Wendy Burgess and 
Trasa Robertson Cobern, a 
Hurst councilwoman and the 
daughter of “Uncle Si” Robert- 
son on the popular reality show 
“Duck Dynasty.” 


Snyder, Cobern and Barnes 
filed Monday, the deadline for 
candidates to be listed on the 
March 6 primary ballot. 

“When this position opened 
up, I felt like it was an opportu- 
nity to make a difference on a 
larger scale,” Cobern said, add- 
ing that she wants to have a 


“strong voice” in finding a solu- 


tion “to our ever-increasing 
property tax.” 

Snyder, who left NBC 5 after 
30 years in 2010, said he has 


long thought about running for a 


political office. “I’m a firm be- 
liever that to whom much is 
given, much is expected,” he 
said, adding that if he’s elected, 
he’d like to continue work be- 
gun by Wright. “It’s time.” 

Burgess, who served six years 
on the Mansfield City Council, 
said if elected, “I promise to 
lead this important office with a 
commitment to accuracy, trans- 
parency and integrity.” She is 
married to Tarrant County Con- 
stable Clint Burgess. 

As for Barnes, he withdrew a 


previous bid to run for Tarrant 
County Republican chair. While 
seriously considering running 
for tax assessor-collector, he 
said, he “reached out to a num- 
ber of supporters and looked for 
advice.” Then, late Monday, he 
“made the commitment.” 

The winner of the GOP pri- 
mary will face Democrat Ollie 
Anderson in November. 

This is just one of the several 
primary battles that finally 
shaped up Monday. 

“There is a great deal of fluid- 
ity in Texas politics at the mo- 
ment,” said Brandon Rotting- 
haus, a political science profes- 
sor at the University of Houston. 
“No one is quite sure what polit- 
ical base will show up at election 
time, but every candidate thinks 
they can energize it. 


SEE FILING, 6A 


NEW YORK SUBWAY BOMBER TERRIFIES 
THOUSANDS BUT MAIMS ONLY HIMSELF 


The New York Times 


NEW YORK 
A would-be suicide attacker 
detonated a pipe bomb 
strapped to his body in the 
heart of Manhattan’s busiest 
subway corridor Monday, send- 
ing thousands of terrified com- 
muters fleeing the smoke- 


choked passageways and bring- 
ing the heart of Midtown to a 
standstill as hundreds of police 
officers converged on Times 
Square. 

But the makeshift weapon 
failed to fully detonate, and the 
attacker himself was the only 
one seriously injured in the 
blast, which unfolded just be- 
fore 7:20 a.m. New York time. 


Law enforcement officials 
said the attacker, identified by 
police as Akayed Ullah, 27, 
chose the location because of 
its Christmas-themed posters, 
a motive that recalled strikes in 
Europe, and he told investiga- 
tors that he set off his bomb in 
retaliation for U.S. airstrikes on 
Islamic State targets in Syria 
and elsewhere. 


ANDRES KUDACKI The Associated Press 


Ullah was in serious condi- 
tion with burns to his hands 
and abdomen. Three other 
people had minor injuries. 

An immigrant from Bangla- 
desh, Ullah came to live in 
Brooklyn through a visa pro- 
gram available to people who 
have relatives who are U.S. 
citizens. 

Full report, 10A 


Arlington 
ride-share 
program 
aims to help 
ease transit 
needs 


BY BILL HANNA 
billhanna@star-telegram.com 


ARLINGTON 

With a couple of quick taps on 
a smartphone, most Arlington 
residents can now catch a ride 
on Via, a ride-share program 
that officials are hoping will at 
least provide a partial answer to 
the city’s transportation needs. 

Via Rideshare started Monday 
with a fleet of 10 sleek, black 
Mercedes Benz vans that can 
each hold up to six passengers. 

While the program is concep- 
tually connected to transporta- 
tion companies such as Uber 
and Lyft, Via is different in that 
passengers are sharing the rides 
with others. The tradeoff in the 
lack of privacy means a far 
cheaper price. It could also 
mean walking a block or two to 
be picked up or dropped off 
rather than curbside service. 

Rides will cost $3 one way, 
though there is a promotion for 
the first week that drops that 
price to $2.25 one way. 

Initially, it will have a small 
footprint in the entertainment 
district, including Six Flags Over 
Texas, Globe Life Park, AT&T 


SEE RIDE SHARE, 7A 


Decision day arrives 
in Alabama’s closely 
watched Senate race 


BY ALEXANDER BURNS, ALEXANDER 
BURNS AND JONATHAN MARTIN 


New York Times 


MIDLAND CITY, ALA. 

Roy Moore rallied rural con- 
servatives, and Doug Jones 
made his closing argument to a 
diverse crowd in Birmingham as 
Alabama’s most unpredictable, 
volatile and off-the-rails Senate 
race in memory shuddered to a 
close before Tuesday’s special 
election. 


last day, the state, by turns ener- 
gized and exhausted, faced a 
barrage of television ads, con- 
flicting polls, presidential tweets 
and last-minute pleas. 

But on the eve of the vote, 
with huge implications for both 
parties and for President Donald 
Trump, the blur of campaign 
tactics did little to clarify the 
contest’s trajectory. 

Alabama Secretary of State 
John H. Merrill said he expected 
a modest turnout of 20 to 25 


cent in the 2016 presidential 
election. Local officials have 
reported an unusually high 


number of requests for absentee 


ballots, but Democratic and 
Republican strategists said it 
was exceptionally difficult to 
predict who, exactly, would 
ultimately cast votes in a rare 
mid-December special election. 
And so with turnout the big- 
gest riddle, both Jones and 
Moore scrambled Monday to 
shore up support where they 
could. After dark, Moore rallied 
supporters in this rural area of 
southeast Alabama, a near- 
certain trove of Republican 
votes. Jones, who spent his 


weekend appearing with promi- 


nent black Democrats, cam- 
paigned in Birmingham and 
Montgomery, Alabama’s two 


LOCAL 


VEHICLES SEIZED 


An Arlington used car 
dealership that was in a 
legal battle with a Fort 
Worth man over a car is 
under investigation by 


LOCAL 


CRASH VICTIMS 
IDENTIFIED 


The Tarrant County 
medical examiner’s office 
identified the infant and 
two adults killed in a Dec. 
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